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Army Completes Surface Removal of Ordinance From October Prescribed Burn
MEDIA ADVISORY

March 1, 2004


The Army announced today that they have completed the removal of military munitions and explosives found on the surface of the additional 1,000 acres of the former Fort Ord Impact Area that accidentally burned during the planned 500 acre prescribed burn last October.  The Army credits their prime munitions and explosives removal contractor Parsons and the Army Corps of Engineers, who oversaw the work, for quickly removing more than 500 potentially dangerous munitions and more than 145,000 pounds of metal and debris from the additional burned area.  “Even though this area was not planned for a munitions cleanup this year, the Army Corps of Engineers and Parsons responded quickly.  They started work within days of the burn, taking full advantage of the cleared vegetation to remove the dangerous unexploded ordnance in order to protect the public,” said Gail Youngblood, the Base Realignment and Closure Environmental Coordinator.  The Presidio of Monterey Police Department helped ensured public safety during the recent cleanup with additional patrols of the area. Other agencies that contributed to the swift cleanup were the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the California Environmental Protection Agency, and public safety officials of the City of Seaside.  The Army cautions that most of the land within the fenced impact area remains very dangerous and urges the public to stay out or this restricted area.


For more information, contact Lauren Solis in the Public Affairs Office at 
(831) 242-6430.
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