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Gen. Jim Moore Boulevard closes Tuesday for cleanup

General Jim Moore Blvd. will be closed between Broadway Avenue and Highway 218 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 18-20 while experts continue to clear unexploded ordnance from the former Fort Ord's multiple range area. 

Prior to the fort's closure in 1994, the Army used the ranges to conduct military training that included the use of smoke-filled livens projectiles
 and mortars to create smoke screens for tactical exercises.  For a variety of reasons, some of these munitions used in training
 failed to function and still present a possible explosive hazard    

Army policy requires the filler of all livens projectiles and some mortars recovered during cleanup to be assessed prior to detonation to ensure safety because their contents cannot be positively determined by external characteristics or markings.  Although there is no evidence that Fort Ord used any chemical agent-filled munitions on any of its ranges, the policy requires the filler to be assessed because these  types of munitions  also contained other fillers including chemical agents, incendiary and high explosives.       

"The work scheduled for March 18 through 20 is routine," said Jim Willison, director of the Army's Environmental and Natural Resources directorate at the former Fort Ord.  "During this period, the Army’s Technical Escort Unit will use specialized equipment to verify the filler of six mortars and one livens projectile and ensure that these items can be safely detonated."

 Previously recovered livens projectiles and mortars of this type at Fort Ord have been  filled with smoke obscurant, he said.

Over 6 million anomalies have been investigated since the Army began investigating former training areas at Fort Ord in 1994. Less than one percent found has been unexploded ordnance.
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  The weapon system, I believe, was called a projector.  The munitions fired were considered mines, a term I would not use.  The Chemical Assessment Report refers to them--the munition itself--as projectiles.  


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  A little misleading.  Some of all munitions, to include livens, etc. fail to function as intended.  This reads like only livens and mortars fail to function as intended.





