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Tuskegee Airman addresses DLI troops Thursday

Retired Army Maj. Sherman W. Smith, one of the first African American military combat pilots, will address the soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines of the Defense Language Institute at 4 p.m. Thursday at the Presidio of Monterey Theater.

Smith's address will focus on his experiences in a culturally evolving military.  

Smith was one of the first African Americans to volunteer for the Army's flight school in Tuskegee, Ala., and subsequently earned the title of "Tuskegee Airman."
After he served 22 years as an Army Aviator logging more than 10,000 hours of flight in fixed wing and rotary aircraft, Smith retired from the Army and relocated to the Monterey Peninsula.

Smith has since served as the president of the Monterey Peninsula Branch of the NAACP, a founding member and president of the Seaside Human Relations Committee and a board member and president of the Board of Trustees of Monterey Peninsula College. 

Smith is a member of the executive board of the NAACP, serves a Deacon of first Baptist Church of Pacific Grove and is a board member of the Monterey Bay Blues Festival.
For information on covering the address, please contact Mitch Frazier at 242-6427.
# # #

NOTE TO EDITORS: Smith will be available for interview at 3:30 p.m. Thursday at the Presidio's theater.  
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