[image: image1.png]


9o

             
Defense Language Institute





   


           Foreign Language Center &

     

                 
Presidio of Monterey, CA



           January 8, 2003



RELEASE #


			        03-001





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE					    			                    January 8, 2003


Defense Language Institute grants its first 185 


Associate of Arts degrees in foreign language





 


The Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center in Monterey, Calif., awarded its first 185 Associate of Arts degrees last year to graduates of the Institute's intensive foreign language training programs.  


Leaders at the school began awarding degrees in May after the school earned degree-granting authority from Congress in December 2001.   


"The underlying goal at the Defense Language Institute is for all students to receive a comprehensive education that enables each student to carry out linguist duties and responsibilities," said Army Col. Kevin M. Rice, the Institute's commandant and commander, "and be contributing members of society."  


Citing Francis Bacon, Rice noted that "knowledge equals power—power that our country's linguists must employ fully and wisely in the Global War on Terrorism."


Recipients of the degree must meet proficiency requirements in listening, reading and speaking in their respective language; complete 15 courses and earn 45 semester hours of credit in language, humanities and Area Studies; complete an additional 15 semester hours in English, science, social science, technology and mathematics and complete basic training for three semester hours in physical education.


All students currently enrolled in a DLI resident Basic or Intermediate program are eligible candidates for the degree.  Graduates enrolled in a DLI basic language program after October 1991 or an Intermediate language program after February 1998 are also eligible for the degree.  
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