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 DLI to grant first Associate of Arts degrees Thursday





Two Army soldiers at the Defense Language Institute will make history Thursday when they graduate from the school and earn both a diploma from the school and an Associate of Arts degree in Foreign Language.


Spc. Dena Price and Pfc. Trevor Hubbard will be the first enlisted soldiers to receive degrees from the Institute since the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges, Western Association of Schools and Colleges approved the requirements for an Associate of Arts in Foreign Language degree, May 1.  Congress authorized DLI to grant qualified students the degree in December 2001.


“The underlying goal at the Defense Language Institute is for all students to receive a comprehensive education that enables each student to carry out linguist duties and responsibilities,” said Col. Kevin Rice, the Institute’s commandant and commander, “and be highly disciplined soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines.”


The new DLI degree requires a total of 63 semester credit units.  Forty-five of the hours are earned by completing the DLI basic program in the language.  Three physical education credits are awarded to military personnel.  Fifteen semester credits (three semester hours each in English, Science, US Government/US History, Technology, and Mathematics) must be earned from other sources.  Students can receive the additional credits by taking courses at other colleges before, during or after attending DLI, and some or all of the credits can be earned through advanced placement courses, the College Level Examination Program or academic credit for military training as recommended by the American Council on Education.  


All students currently enrolled in a DLI resident Basic or Intermediate language program are potential candidates for the degree. Eligibility has been extended to past graduates as long as students were enrolled in a DLI Basic language program after October 1, 1991 or an intermediate language program after February 1, 1998. 


More details can be found at www.dli.army.mil.





MEDIA NOTE: Media members desiring to cover the event should contact Mitch Frazier for instructions on accessing the installation.  Requests to cover the event should be made no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday.  Frazier can be reached at (831) 242-6427 or (831) 915-7326.
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