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Initial results inconclusive 


in hazardous material investigation 





Military police have quarantined two buildings on the Presidio of Monterey after a suspicious envelope containing a powdery substance was discovered here shortly after 1 p.m. today.


Initial tests by the Seaside Hazardous Material Team could not determine the type of the substance found.  Experts have sent a sample of the substance to the county testing facility in Salinas for further evaluation.  The testing could take up to 48 hours. 


A soldier in Taylor Hall discovered a sealed envelope with a powdery substance leaking from a small opening. The envelope was immediately sealed inside another container as a precautionary measure, and all personnel were evacuated from the building and from a nearby mail facility where the letter was originally delivered.


Taylor Hall and the mailroom remain closed until investigators identify the substance. The identification card section at Taylor Hall will be closed until the building is re-opened.


“No one is showing any symptoms of any type of infection or illness,” said Col Kevin Rice, installation commander.  “Our medical personnel will continue to closely monitor the people who came in contact with the letter.”


Those working in the affected buildings should report tomorrow morning to their supervisors. 


“If we have to move some operations or offices temporarily until we can determine what type of substance we are dealing with here, we’ll do that,” Rice said.  “We are going to continue with our mission of training and educating the best linguists in the world.”
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